Th e cartulary of Avranches cathedral, known as the Livre vert , contains fi ve important charters concerning the deanship of Avranches. Known to nineteenth-century antiquarians, but overlooked by modern scholarship, the charters have never been studied despite their signifi cance for the early history of the Avranches chapter. Th e following article not only discusses the creation of the deanship, an event that saw the completion of a process of renewal that had begun in the diocese at the end of the tenth-century, but also provides critical editions of all fi ve acts. 
1. Th anks must go to M. Jean-Luc Leservoisier, conservateur of the fonds ancien of Avranches, who made my recent stay in the city so enjoyable, and who was kind enough to provide wonderful colour digital images of the relevant folia. Th e author is also indebted to Pierre Bauduin, Véro-nique Gazeau and Stephen Marritt for comments on earlier draft s of this article. Any errors that remain are, of course, my own.
Any assessment of the history of the episcopal see of Avranches, the smallest and one of the most westerly dioceses in the ecclesiastical province of Rouen, is plagued by an overwhelming paucity of sources. Th is is a consequence of both medieval and modern circumstances. Like most parts of northern France, the Avranchin suff ered heavily following the Northmen incursions of the ninth century 2 . Th e region was also ravaged by Breton attacks at this time 3 , a problem that would continue to plague the area well into the eleventh century 4 , and, as a result, the bishopric was, like the neighbouring diocese of Coutances, eff ectively severed from the ecclesiastical chain of command 5 . Th e cathedral was abandoned, churches razed to the ground, relics scattered, and the destruction in the region so profound that the seat lay vacant for over a century 6 . Although the bishopric was reoccupied during the last years of the reign of Richard I (942-996), we know very little of the prelates who came to regenerate the diocese during the fi rst half of the eleventh century 7 . At the beginning of the nineteenth century the city suff ered another blow when the remaining ruins of the cathedral, which had fallen into disuse during the preceding decades, collapsed and were removed. It is possible to substitute this great loss through various drawings 2. Th e Northmen fi rst appeared in the region in 841; Nithard , Histoire des fi ls de Press, 1992, p. 87 . Although the region would eventually return to Norman control, the Breton infl uence in the region was long lasting, a fact illustrated by one of the families under discussion here. For further examples, see Keats-Rohan , Katherine S.B., "William I and the Breton contingent in the non-Norman Conquest 1060-1087", Anglo-Norman Studies , 13, 1990, p. 157-172;  Id , "Th e Bretons and Normans of England 1066-1154: the family, the fi ef and the feudal monarchy", Nottingham Medieval Studies , 36, 1992, p. 42-78. 4 . In 1061, the monks of Mont-Saint-Michel claimed that they were being repeatedly called to Avranches, despite the risk from the rising tide or Breton ambushes; " Cogebantur enim uenire Abrincas…, nec excusare poterat eos mare insurgens, nec Britonum insidie… "; Keats-Rohan , Katherine S.B. (ed.), Th e cartulary of the abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel , Donington, Shaun Tyas, 2006 , Appendix II, n° 5. 5. For the reconstruction of the diocese of Coutances following the disruption of the ninth and tenth centuries, see Fontanel, Julie, "La réorganisation religieuse sous Guillaume le Conquérant: le cas de l'église de Coutances", Revue de l'Avranchin et du Pays de Granville , 77, 2000, p. 189-208 Caen, 1996, p. 19-37, at p. 22-24 . A comprehensive analysis of the tenth-and eleventh-century episcopate is currently in preparation by the author; Allen , Richard, "Th e Norman episcopate and the emergence of the Norman state, 989-1110", doctoral thesis, University of Glasgow, in preparation.
Five charters concerning the early history of the chapter at Avranches
Tabularia « Documents », n° 8, 2008 Documents », n° 8, , p. 1-33, 10 mars 2008 and plans of the cathedral 8 , as well as the fi ndings of excavations carried out in the 1970s, but the architectural history of the cathedral remains woefully incomplete 9 . Fortunately, the cathedral's patrimony survived the greatest disaster to befall the region, since it was not conserved at the departmental archives of la Manche (Saint-Lô), which were almost completely destroyed on 6 June 1944 10 . Consequently, we are in possession of a cartulary for the cathedral, whose contents will form the basis of this article 11 . Th e consequences of the calamities to befall the diocese means, however, that no original document issued by the bishops of Avranches survives from either the eleventh or twelft h centuries 12 .
Th e bishops of Avranches, c. 990-1134
Th e fi rst bishop to reoccupy the see aft er the vacancy of the eighth and ninth centuries was Norgod (c. 990 -c. 1017) 13 . Although he was responsible for the revival of the diocese, he was clearly overwhelmed by the destruction with which he was confronted, since he removed himself from his duties to become a monk at the nearby abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel in around 1017 14 . His successor, Maugis (c. 1022 -c. 1026), was also gripped by the desire to retreat to the monastery, and was only prevented from doing so by its abbot 15 . Th e next bishop, Hugh (c. 1028 -c. 1060), occupied the see for over thirty years, but he seems to have focused his attentions on Upper Normandy, where he was particularly involved with the abbey of Fécamp 16 Archéolo-gie médiévale , 12, 1982, p. 107-153, esp. p. 121-123. 10 . For details, see "Répertoire des bibliothèques et archives de la Manche", Revue de la Manche, 4 (1962), p. 357-441, esp. p. 402-403, 410 Normandie , 14, Rouen, 1844, p. 395-489; 17, Rouen, 1850, p. 11-90, 321-387, I, p. 418. 16. Fauroux , Recueil… , n° 72, 93, 145 . Th ese charters are discussed in Bates , David, Normandy before 1066 , London, Longman, 1982 , Vita Lanfranci , in Lanfranco di Pavia e l'Europa del secolo XI nel IX centenario della morte (1089 -1989 , Giulio D' Onofrio (éd.), Rome, Herder, 1993, p. 659-715, at p. 668. early scholars understood this to indicate the presence of a cathedral school in the city 18 , most modern authorities are more sceptical 19 . His successor, John (c. 1060 John (c. -1067 , came from one of the most infl uential families in the duchy 21 , and while his episcopate marked the beginning of the reintegration of the diocese into the Norman ecclesiastical mainstream, two important institutions, the chapter and the cathedral itself, remained only half restored 22 . Indeed, the degree to which the chapter was starved of personnel is illustrated by the famous conventio drawn up between John and the abbot of Mont-Saint-Michel in 1061, in which the bishop made the abbot his archdeacon 23 . Th e situation would improve considerably during the tenure of the next bishop, Michael (1068-1094), a former royal chaplain, for under his rule we can name two archdeacons (Peter and Gilbert), a scholasticus (John) life, work and writing , London, Milford, 1926, p. 11. 19. Gibson , Margaret, Lanfranc of Bec , Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1978, p. 20-21; Cowdrey , Herbert E.J., Lanfranc: scholar, monk, archbishop, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, p. 10. 20. Allen , Richard, "'A proud Normandie , Caen, Presses universitaires de Caen, 2004, p. 191-215, esp. p. 197-209. 22. Spear , David (ed.) 'en 1140 , Paris, Picard, 1937 . Th e details of this agreement, which are recorded by Orderic ( Chibnall , Marjorie (éd.) , Th e Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis , 6 vol., Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1969 -1980 (hereaft er OV ), are confi rmed by diplomatic evidence. It has been followed by all modern authorities; David , Charles W., Robert Curthose, duke of Normandy , Cambridge (Mass.), Harvard University Press, 1920, p. 48-49; Barlow , Frank, William Rufus , London, Methuen, 1983, p. 69-70; Hollister , C. Warren, Henry I , London, Yale University Press, 2001, p. 49-61. Five charters concerning the early history of the chapter at Avranches
Tabularia « Documents », n° 8, 2008 Documents », n° 8, , p. 1-33, 10 mars 2008 Unfortunately, the origins of Michael's successor, Turgis (1094 Turgis ( -1134 , are as obscure as those of his predecessors 26 . His name, which derives from the Scandinavian Þorgisl , was common in Normandy, and endured in the region until the fi ft eenth century 27 . An anonymous contributor to the Revue de l'Avranchin speculated that the bishop was from the Avranchin, and that he was perhaps a relative of the counts of Avranches, although there is no evidence to justify this 28 OV , iv , p. 112, [146] [147] [148] [226] [227] [228] v , p. 26, [300] [301] [302] vi , alongside that of the bishop in only one transaction) 34 Anglo-Normannorum, 1066 -1154 : Regesta Henrici Primi, 1066 -1135 , Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1956 
Th e cartulary of Avranches cathedral (Livre vert)
Th e cartulary of Avranches has been the subject of only one study, and has never been the subject of a critical edition 45 . Begun in 1241, the cartulary contains acts dating from the twelft h to fi ft eenth centuries, some of which are written in Latin and others in Old French. Th e codex itself measures 30 cm in length, 22 cm in width, and is comprised of 163 folia. Michèle Lebrun divided the cartulary into four sections, of which the fi rst two (fol. 1-21v and 22-50) are of interest here. Th e text up to folio 50 is in a uniform hand which is quite large, and, when the parchment is not damaged, easily deciphered. Each section of the manuscript (except the fourth) is preceded by an inventory of the charters (the acts are numbered), and in the fi rst two sections rubrication explains each charter's contents. Th e folia are numbered twice. Th e pagination written in red ink and in Roman numerals is the original, while the foliation in Arabic numerals dates to the late nineteenth century. Since modern authorities maintain the latter, it will also be used here.
Th e charters
Th e fi rst scholar to discuss the creation of the deanship by Turgis was the abbot Jean-Jacques Desroches. In his three part "Annales religieuses", he noted the following: [Turgis] (1130-1164). It appears on folia 8v to 9 of the cartulary 51 . Unfortunately, Le Héricher did not identify the act as such (he thought it was a charter of Richard de Subligny (1143 -1153 and mistakenly dated it to the thirteenth century), but the text of his transcription (as well as his reference to p. 23 (fol. 8v)) confi rms that he cannot have been looking at another act 52 . Th omas Waldman, whose doctoral thesis on Hugh of Amiens contains a superb collection of the archbishop's acta , was unaware of the charter, since it is not found among his editions 53 . Th is is signifi cant, since the confi rmation on these folia is one of two in the cartulary issued by Hugh of Amiens which relate to the founding of the deanship by Turgis, and their edition and analysis here adds to our knowledge of his acta .
Th e fi rst confi rmation corresponds to Desroches' summary. It is addressed to Richard de Beaufou, bishop of Avranches (1134-1143), Richard the dean, who must be Richard de Subligny, the archdeacons (unnamed), and chapter of Avranches 54 . Th e opening section is then followed by the text of a charter issued by Richard de Beaufou, in which he and the dean Richard de Subligny record that the deanship was founded by the "illustrious and pious bishop Turgis" ( ab illustri et pie recordationis episcopo Turgisio ), and that attached to the prebend was the church of Vains (Saint-Pierre) with its cemetery 55 , the tithes of three vavassors (William, Roger, Girard and his sons), the tithes of the vineyards of campo Botri , and various revenues from the manor at Saint-Philbert- (sur-Risle) 56 , including the tithes of the mills at Accurso (unidentifi ed), Tolwio (see below), and Livet-(sur-Authou) 57 . It is then recorded that Richard de Subligny added to the prebend the tithes of Choeio (see below), which belonged to his brother's fi ef ( de feodo fratris sui ). Th is is then followed by a later confi rmation of Hugh de Morville, bishop of Coutances (1208-1238) and a John, bishop of Dol, and his chapter (see below).
Archbishop Hugh's second confi rmation, which appears on folio 34-v of the cartulary, opens with essentially the same text as the fi rst act 58 . Unlike the fi rst charter, however, it is not followed by the act of Richard de Beaufou, but rather by a brief statement that those who would violate the terms of the deanship are subject to anathema. Th ere then follows a witness list that includes the archbishop himself, Richard de Beaufou, Arnulf, bishop of Lisieux (1141-1181), Waleran, dean of Rouen (c. 1137 -c. 1146 ), Geoff rey, archdeacon of Rouen (1133-1148), Osmund II, archdeacon of Rouen (1111x1115-1158), Bernard, abbot of Mont-Saint-Michel (1131-1149), Fraternus, abbot of Saint-Ouen de Rouen (aft er 12 June 1141 x before 1 Aug. 1142-1157), Rodulf, abbot of La Croix-Saint-Leufroy (before 1143-aft er 1158), and three archdeacons, two of whom, Fulbert III (c. 1124 -c. 1158 ) and Giles (1138 Giles ( -1170 , were attached to the church of Rouen, while the third could either be Hugh de Fréuville, archdeacon of Rouen (c. 1138-c. 1158), or Hugh de Lingèvres, archdeacon of Avranches (1142) 59 . Based on these dates, the charter was probably produced in around 1142, and certainly no later than 25 April 1143 (de Beaufou's death). If it was issued at this time, it was undoubtedly related to the increasing infl uence of Geoff rey of Anjou in the duchy. On 6 April 1141 he had seized Lisieux from its bishop, and by 1142 he had captured both Avranches and Coutances
60
. According to John of Marmoutier, the count of Anjou was met by Richard de Beaufou as he approached the city, and the two men walked to the cathedral and then the castle, where the bishop offi cially surrendered the city 61 . Aware that such a dramatic shift in the politics of the duchy could have ramifi cations for the cathedral's possessions, the chapter had perhaps petitioned the archbishop of Rouen, who still seems to have been supporting King Stephen as late as 1143, for a second confi rmation 62 . Th e fi rst had . Th e penal clause above is also distinctive for its use of the phrase venire temptauerit , which appears in only a handful of Hugh's charters, the majority of which date to within four or fi ve years of 1142
69
. Th e phrase is found most oft en in papal documents, and among Hugh's charters is limited to use in confi rmations, a number of which Waldman held were "papal" in style 70 . Th e papal infl uence on Hugh's charters is well known, and includes the use of 63. Hugh of Amiens sent a letter to the bishop of Avranches asking that he protect the monks and possessions of Savigny. It is possible this document was aimed at the followers of Geoff rey of Anjou; Waldman , "Hugh 'of Amiens'…", "Th '", n° 14, 16, 36, 56, 80, 86, 101, 112, 114, 118, 128, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 140, 141-143, 147, 149, 156 and 168. 69 . I bidem , "Th e Acta of Hugh 'of Amiens '", n° 8, 9, 33, 58, 60, 147, 150, 151, 157 Roman formulas for blessings and anathema 71 . It seems fairly certain, therefore, that the original charters were produced by the Rouen chancery, rather than that at Avranches. Th e closing words of the anathema clause ( et gravi iactura plectandum ) are unknown among Hugh's charters, however. Th e unusual word is plectandum , which is a derivative of the verb plecto ('to beat', 'to punish'). Only one of Hugh's charters contains a variant of this word ( plectetur ) 72 , and since the form plectandum is almost unknown, it is perhaps a corruption of the passive subjunctive plectandur ('they may be punished') 73 . Unfortunately, there is nothing else to link this charter and that containing the form plectetur , which was issued for the abbey of Montebourg between c. 1153 and c. 1157
74
. Nevertheless, perhaps what is most interesting about the two confi rmations is how long they maintained their currency aft er they had been issued. Th e Avranches chapter never seems to have wanted to replace them with the confi rmation of a later archbishop of Rouen, and when fi gures of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries came to confi rm the deanship, it was the veracity of Hugh's charters that they endorsed.
It is possible that the third charter in the Livre vert concerning the deanship was also produced in response to the new Angevin presence in the region. Issued by Richard de Subligny, it appears on folia 33v-34, just before the second confi rmation of Hugh of Amiens, and perhaps dates to the fi rst year of the bishop's reign 75 . Like Hugh's confi rmation, it once again threatens anathema, but also places the deanship under the protection of the Apostles Andrew, Peter and Paul. Besides the summoning of these celestial heavyweights, the charter's only other distinctive feature is that the rubricator has incorrectly labelled it as the confi rmation of Hugh of Amiens, and vice versa. Th is was a mistake that apparently went unnoticed until the fi ft eenth century, when a scribe, whose hand appears later in the codex, noted the correction in the margin. It is, however, not the only inconsistency relating to the charter's classifi cation, for the inventory which details the charters found in the second part of the cartulary contains the following confusing entry 76 : 71. I bidem , "Hugh 'of Amiens '…", p. 126-128, 133, 136. 72 . I bidem , "Hugh 'of Amiens'…", "Th e Acta of Hugh 'of Amiens'", n° 80. 73. Th e word is not found in any royal or ducal charter of the eleventh and twelft h centuries, and is not among any of the more than 1,700 Norman acts currently entered in the database SCRIPTA, which is being compiled under the direction of M. Th e problem is that the numbering of the inventory does not correspond with the numbers assigned to the charter texts, except for that which is numbered xl . Th e charter numbered xli , and which claims to be a confi rmation of a bishop Richard, is actually the charter that includes, among others, an inspeximus of the bishop of Bayeux, which is numbered xlii in the inventory 77 . Th e charter numbered xxxix could refer to the charter of Richard de Subligny on folia 33v-34, but the description seems to suggest otherwise. Indeed, the charter that has been given the number xli in the inventory, and which is listed aft er the confi rmation of Hugh of Amiens, is a more accurate description of our charter, since it refers to the act as a confi rmatio . However, the text of the charter of Richard de Subligny is numbered xxxix . Two conclusions can be reached from this. Either the scribe, who produced both the inventory and main body of text simply described and numbered Richard de Subligny's charter twice (no. xxxix and xli ), only to realise that he had only one charter (which was then given the number xxxix in the main text), or, the charters numbered xxxix and xli are actually two diff erent texts, one of which (most likely that numbered xxxix in the inventory) was not included in the cartulary. Such discrepancies provide what might be fl eeting evidence of a now lost charter, although these are not the only inconsistencies between the inventories and the main body of charter texts 78 . Th e fourth charter concerning the deanship is found on folio 34v, and is comprised of four diff erent inspeximus 79 . Th is style of confi rmation, which began to evolve in the second half of the twelft h century, has long presented special problems for diplomatists 80 . Th e fi rst raised by our example is whether the inspeximus should, in reality, be considered as a separate act at all. Th ose responsible for compiling the cartulary clearly felt that they should, for not only was the act numbered ( xli ), but it was also entitled by the rubricator ( Littera episcopi Baiocensis super decanatu ecclesie Abrincensis ) 81 . Th is description is highly misleading, however, for the text, which immediately follows the second confi rmation of Hugh of Amiens, is no more a charter of the bishop of Bayeux than the inspeximus issued by later bishops for Hugh's fi rst confi rmation can be called a charter of the bishop of Coutances. Why the scribe decided to make a distinction between these inspeximus and the charter to which they relate, whereas he had previously kept these two parts together, is a question that can, unfortunately, never be answered.
Th e second problem relates to the identity of those responsible for the inspeximus , the fi rst of which was issued by a certain R. Baiocensis episcopus . Michèle Lebrun did not hesitate to expand the R. to Ricardus , which would make the bishop Richard of Gloucester (1135-1142) 82 . Th is identifi cation is acceptable, however, only if one assumes that the next inspeximus , issued by a dean of Bayeux named William, was made at a diff erent time than the one that precedes it. Otherwise, we are forced to consider a diff erent identity either for the bishop or the dean, or perhaps both. . Th is would make the dean William IV (not the IV in our reckoning), who occupied the position from 1213 to 1226 88 . Indeed, the use of words in the charter such as ' originalis ' and ' sustinencia ', which, along with the inspeximus form itself, are rare for the twelft h century 89 , might indicate that the scribe either made a poor copy of an earlier charter, or was working from a document dating from a later century 90 . We have already seen how the fi rst confi rmation issued by Hugh of Amiens was later confi rmed by fi gures of the thirteenth century, while our charter was subject to two other later inspeximus . Th e fi rst of these was issued by the community at Saint-Lô ( conventus sancti Laudi dyocesis Constanciensis was made, although it was not until the mid-twelft h century (around 1145) that the abbey of Sainte-Croix had its fi rst abbot (Th eoderic), having been turned into a community of regular canons by Algar, bishop of Coutances (1132-1151), in the 1130s 91 . Th ere is no reference to the confi rmation in the abbey's cartulary 92 . Th e other inspeximus was made by a certain Sylvester, who is said to be an abbot of Lessay. Th e only abbot by this name, however, comes from the early fourteenth century (c. 1321-c. 1337), and his career is remarkable only for a sole appearance in 1329 93 . Véronique Gazeau has established the abbatial succession at Lessay for the ducal period, and there was not another occupant of the position with this name during this time 94 . It is possible that the cartulary scribe wrote Sylvester in error for another name, but with many of his predecessors and successors having such standard Norman monikers as William, Warner, Robert, Roger and Rodulf, it is diffi cult to see with which of these he was confused. His presence demands, therefore, that we revaluate the dates assigned to this part of the cartulary, which Michèle Lebrun claimed contained no charters dating beyond 1290 95 . It seems likely that the Bayeux charter therefore dates to the early thirteenth century. However, since the cartulary scribes reproduced this and other charters with errors, and given the complex nature of this type of act and the fact that words emphasising personal examination are not uncommon in early Bayeux episcopal charters 96 , we cannot dismiss the idea that the fi rst inspeximus was issued by an earlier bishop.
Th e fi nal twelft h-century charter concerning the deanship also appears on folio 34v
97 . It was issued by Hasculf de Subligny, the brother of the bishop of Avranches, and is a confi rmation of the "two sheaves of Toi , which my brother Richard, bishop of blessed memory, had had while dean" 98 , and William, son of Auger, although their presence does not allow for a more exact dating. All except William were descendants of Domesday tenantsin-chief, and were members of families that had a presence in both England and Normandy. Only Rannulf can be traced with any certainty 113 . Th ere were two twelft h-century fi gures of the de Presles family named Rannulf. According to a charter of the abbey of Troarn, the fi rst was the son of a certain Turstin (not listed by Keats-Rohan) 114 , and the brother of Robert, who died a monk of this same house in c. 1120 115 . Th e other was the son of Matthew de Presles and his wife Beatrice. Matthew was a tenant of the earls of Chester, who were also the vicomtes of Avranches, as was his son, who succeeded him by c. 1180. Since members of Hasculf's family were themselves tenants of the earls of Chester, it is likely that this Rannulf witnessed our charter. What prompted the confi rmation at this particular time is unclear. It may have been the result of a dispute between the cathedral chapter and another religious institution over this benefi ce. Indeed, the chapter and abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel were involved in a dispute over the grey pilch ( pellicia grisia ) 116 , which the abbot owed annually to the dean, and when this matter was settled by Hugh de Morville, bishop of Coutances, in 1213, it was perhaps at this time that he issued his inspeximus of Hugh of Amien's fi rst confi rmation 117 was the bishop responsible for the Bayeux inspeximus discussed above, that his act might also be associated with this event. Unfortunately, no record of any dispute over the tithes granted by Hasculf exists, although the dean Rolland was not unaccustomed to such incidences, and at some point was involved in a dispute with a certain Alan de Saint-Pierre over the tithes of the land of Chantorre 118 .
Th e deanship: establishment and protection
Th e cathedral of Avranches was the last Norman diocese to establish the position of dean 119 . At what point during his reign Turgis actually created the position is unclear, but his choice of benefi ces for the dean's prebend, and Richard de Subligny as the fi rst dean, cannot have been accidental 120 . Th e new dean belonged to a powerful local family, which by the early twelft h century had established both secular and religious dynasties in the region 121 . Émile-Auber Pigeon believed that the family patriarch was Otuel, an illegitimate son of Hugh I, earl of Chester 122 , but while there was such an individual, he drowned on the White Ship on 25 November 1120 123 . Th e idea, nevertheless, persists 124 . Alternatively, it has been argued that while the family later held land at and around Subligny 125 , they were actually of Breton origin, and that their toponym (rendered Suligny) came rather from the region between Pontorson (where there is a hamlet called Soligné in the commune of Tanis) 126 and Saint-James (de Beuvron) 127 . Richard de Subligny had two brothers (Rodulf and Hasculf, styled Harscoit by Keats-Rohan). Th e former was dead by 1142, while the latter is perhaps most famous for founding the abbey of La Lucerne d'Outremer, which he established in 1143 with the 'council and assent' ( consilio et assensu ) of his surviving 118. Chantorre, dép. Manche, cant. Sartilly, c. Bacilly; Bibl. mun. Avranches, ms 206, fol. 34v-35. Th is land was fi rst given to the cathedral by William II in 1035 x 1060; Pigeon , Le diocèse d'Avranches …, ii , p. 668. 119. For the dates of the other Norman chapters, see Spear , Th e personnel …, p. 34, 101, 136, 172, 200 and 275. 120. Richard de Subligny died in 1153. If he died a man of seventy, and was thirty when he became dean, then the deanship was founded in 1113. Of course, the younger that de Subligny died the later in the twelft h century the deanship was founded, the latest date being 1134. Th ere was another dean before Richard, called Urson, but it seems he was a rural dean; Spear , Th e personnel …, p. 7. 121. Members of the de Subligny family, or their relatives, appear in some ten charters in the cartulary; Bibl. mun. d 'Avranches, ms 206, fols. 2v, 7v, . Unfortunately, the monks did not inform Henry of Anjou of the election. Th e new duke of Normandy was incensed at the decision, and immediately ordered de la Mouche removed and replaced with Robert Hardy, the cellerarius of Fécamp. Richard de la Mouche then appealed to the pope, who on 7 July 1152, wrote to the bishop of Avranches ordering him to bless de la Mouche as abbot 130 . Th e ceremony that followed in Avranches cathedral did little to resolve the problem, however, and all three parties (de Subligny, de la Mouche and Hardy) eventually travelled to Rome to petition the pope in person. Eugenius III again decided in favour of de la Mouche, threatening a clash with Henry, but the situation was resolved when all three men died on their return from Italy 131 . Th e exact cause of Henry's ire is unknown. He undoubtedly wanted to maintain tight control over ecclesiastical appointments in the duchy, but the monks may have expected some leniency given their unwavering support of the duke during the civil war 132 . Whether the de Subligny had opposed the Angevin presence in Normandy is unknown. Th eir increasing dominance of ecclesiastical matters in the region must have troubled Henry, however, for not only were the bishop of Avranches and abbot of Mont-Saint-Michel members of the same family, but Hugh de la Mouche, who succeeded de Subligny as dean, and William Hayr, the archdeacon, were also related to both men 133 . Th eir presence in the city was further reinforced by Hasculf, who built an imposing urban dwelling close to the cathedral, which was later known as the "Grand Doyenné"
134 . Henry may simply have wanted, therefore, to prevent the domination of every key ecclesiastical post by a single family whose presence in the region already represented "une véritable colonne vertébrale" 135 . 128. Gallia Christiana , xi , Instrumenta , col. 113 Laporte et al . (éd.), 5 vol., Paris, Lethielleux, 1967 -1971 . It should be noted, however, that some of the arguments in this paper rely on the mistaken belief that the de Subligny were descended from the earls of Chester. 135. Ibidem , p. 155.
Th e domination of ecclesiastical aff airs by the de Subligny may have been problematic for the duke, but for the cathedral it off ered the best means by which the deanship could be established, ensured and enriched. Th e repeated issuing of confi rmations for the dean's possessions suggests that these benefi ces needed constant safeguarding. Th e principal benefi ce of the dean's prebend was, of course, the church at Vains with its cemetery 136 . Th e church was fi rst given to the bishop of Avranches by William II at some time between 1035 and 1060 137 . Other religious establishments with possessions in Vains were constantly engaged in disputes over their property with both secular and religious authorities. Mont-Saint-Michel fought for over half a century with local landowners over their possession of the mill at Vains 138 , while Saint-Étienne de Caen, which had established the priory of Saint-Léonard using land donated by William II 139 , was involved in disputes with John, bishop of Lisieux (1107 -1141 , and Roger de Mandeville regarding water within the town 140 . Not only was Richard de Subligny able to rely on his brother to protect the dean's possessions (issuing charters long aft er the bishop's death), but he could also encourage him to enrich them. By 1412, the church at Vains brought in revenue of 17 shillings for the chapter (the third highest earning benefi ce in the deanship of Genêts) 141 , and it was still in possession of the dean in 1755 142 . Th e other benefi ces that Turgis added to the prebend were no less significant than those at Vains. Unfortunately, the evidence given by the charters in this regard is inconsistent. We know that the tithes of three vavassors located in Vains formed part of the prebend, but while the fi rst confi rmation of Hugh of Amiens gives their names as William, Roger and Girard, the confi rmation of Richard de Subligny replaces William with Uibert. Both these confi rmations agree that the abbot of Mont-Saint-Michel owed the dean a grey pilch, but information about the next donation is confused. Th e acts read as follows:
Five charters concerning the early history of the chapter at Avranches Tabularia « Documents », n° 8, 2008 Documents », n° 8, , p. 1-33, 10 mars 2008 David Spear held that Turgis gave the tithes of the vineyards of campo Botri , which he located at Vains 143 . Desroches, however, from whom Spear worked, did not assign the vineyards to any particular location (see above). Th e fi rst charter does not stipulate where these vineyards were, while the second charter clearly indicates that not only did Turgis grant tithes rather than vineyards, but that this benefi ce was in the manor of Saint-Philbert-sur-Risle. Th e rather clumsy formula employed by de Subligny's charter ("the tithes of his own [i.e. the bishop's] tithes") perhaps suggests a scribal error, but nothing is certain without originals to prove otherwise. Unfortunately, it has not been possible to confi rm the presence of a campo Botri , which was situated at Pont-Authou 150 . Combined with the tithes of the market, and the tithes of the revenue of the manor, these benefi ces must have brought substantial revenue to the dean and his chapter. Given its value, it is strange that among the numerous confi rmations issued by other bishops for the deanship, there is not one from the bishop of Évreux, in whose diocese the manor of SaintPhilbert lay.
Despite their value, it appears that only one of the benefi ces was ever contested. In 1213, Hugh de Morville, bishop of Coutances, arbitrated a dispute between the abbot of Mont-Saint-Michel and Nicholas de Aquila, dean of Avranches, over the grey pilch that the abbot owed annually to the dean as part of his prebend 151 . Relations between the abbey and cathedral were rarely easy. During the century long vacancy that had occurred in the episcopal seat during the ninth and tenth centuries, Mont-Saint-Michel had established itself as the premier ecclesiastical institution in the region. Only when Bishop John issued his famous conventio in 1061 was episcopal authority reasserted over the abbey in the eleventh century 152 . Th e twelft h century was one of two halves for the abbey. During the fi rst half it was plagued by successive woes, but by the end of the second it had been fully regenerated by Robert de Torigini 153 . Despite this renaissance, during the thirteenth century the bishops of Avranches began increasingly to exercise their authority in the diocese, which was met with resistance at Mont-Saint-Michel
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. Th e opening years of the century were unhappy ones for the abbey, however, and under Abbot Jordan (1191-1212) the religious life, which had been seriously disrupted by a fi re in 1204, continued to be neglected. Th e situation became so bad that four years later the pope, at the urging of the bishop of Avranches, had ordered the bishop of Lisieux and abbot of Savigny to investigate. Th is apparently had little impact, and on 5 September 1210 the pope ordered the same two men, plus Hugh, bishop of Coutances, to revisit the abbey, which they did on 30 May 1211
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. An agreement was made placing the monastic chapter in charge of abbey life, which it duly governed until Jordan's death on 6 August 1212. Relations between the bishop of Avranches and the abbey remained sour, however, and when William (IV) Bureau (1210-1236) attempted to oversee the election of Jordan's successor he was refused entry to the abbey. Th e next abbot, Rodulf des Isles (1212 -1229 , energetically pursued the reconstruction of his abbey, and it is in the context of this renewal that our charters must be placed. Turgis, undoubtedly well aware of the subordinate role his predecessors were oft en forced to play by the abbey, had perhaps deliberately involved it in the sustenance of the new deanship, but it was a role that by 1213 it either would 150. Lebrun . Th e legacy of Turgis' decision to found the deanship was therefore long felt. It did not take long for the chapter to recognise its debt to him, and the cartulary charters testify to the fondness with which Turgis was soon remembered. But perhaps the greater debt was owed by the de Subligny, for as much as the family had helped establish the deanship, so the deanship had also helped establish the family. For three heady years in the early 1150s they controlled every major ecclesiastical post in the region, while the secular branch also continued to expand. Within two generations members of the family were favourites in the court of Henry II, while the son of Richard de Subligny's nephew eventually became count of Dol 157 . If evidence exists to suggest that Richard was aware of the debt he owed his predecessor, it is perhaps to be found in his charter concerning the deanship, where Turgis is for the fi rst (and only) time associated with sanctity 158 .
Conclusion
Th ese fi ve charters are of the utmost importance to our knowledge of the deanship. While we can reconstruct the holdings of the other deans of the province of Rouen based on later pouillés , it is only for Avranches that we can name for certain the benefi ces belonging to the dean at the moment of its foundation. Th e number and scope of the confi rmations for the deanship also clearly demonstrates that the chapter was keen to safeguard one of its most important assets. It turned not only to its metropolitan for protection, but also to the abbots and bishops of neighbouring dioceses. Perhaps most interesting of these is that issued by a John, bishop of Dol, which appears in the fi rst charter of the archbishop of Rouen. As has just been noted above, by the late twelft h century members of the de Subligny family had been made counts of Dol. Interestingly, John (V) 160 . He occupied his diocese at about the same time as Hugh, and was not unfamiliar with aff airs in the diocese of Avranches 161 . Indeed, in the year before Hugh de Morville ascended to the episcopate 162 , John worked with him to broker a conventio between the abbey of La Lucerne and the chapter of Avranches concerning the abbey's use of revenues from vacant prebends 163 . Th is benefi ce had originally been granted to La Lucerne by Achard, bishop of Avranches (1161-1170). Although the chapter claimed to extend these rights willingly it was undoubtedly a costly benefi ce to maintain. Perhaps in the following year (1208) John de Lysenach was persuaded by the bishop of Coutances, himself a former servant of the bishops of Dol, to issue a confi rmation of the deanship by way of recompense.
Of course, without originals, and a contemporary narrative history of the diocese, many issues concerning the deanship remain unresolved. We would still like to know when exactly the position was established (was it perhaps associated with the consecration of the new cathedral in 1121?), whether Turgis himself was in any way related to the de Subligny, and, of course, the exact circumstances behind each confi rmation. Th ough as frustrating as these silences are, they also serve to remind us of the unique nature of cartulary texts, and the caution with which scholars of evidence-starved dioceses such as Avranches must use these resources. David Bates, Katherine Keats-Rohan and Pierre Chastang, among others, have all recently recalled that the compilers of cartularies were never mere copiers of existing texts, and that behind the creation of each codex, and the charters selected for inclusion, lay a specifi c set of circumstances 164 . Ironically, in works whose primary function was the memorialisation of key benefactors and benefi ces, the nature of medieval archival culture is oft en so far removed from current practices that the ability of the cartulary to successfully communicate the memory of a particular act oft en decreases, rather than increases, with time. Th e cartulary of Avranches cathedral is no diff erent. Even the medieval scribes responsible for its creation managed to create ambiguity for later generations through their own transcriptional errors (was one of the vavassors named 160 . Th e origins of this cognomen are unknown. It is rendered in many diff erent ways, including Lysenech, Lesenech, Lizannet, Lisanet and Lesonet. 
